2018 Newsletter Issue 3 (December)
The front page will always feature a photo of a club model or models so make sure you
help by sending your photo’s (and articles) to anthclif@tiscali.co.uk if you want to be in line
for a front page feature.

Mike Checkley proudly showing his full build Flair Puppeteer. Sporting a four stroke SC52
and guided by Futaba gear it is apparently a very pleasant fly on a calm day. The
downside was trying to cover it in Solartex during the world Solartex shortage. Mike is the
big one by the way.
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The comments contained within this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the opinion or
judgement of the committee or club members unless specifically stated. Neither the editor,
nor the club shall take responsibility for the content of articles submitted or published in
this newsletter.
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Editorial
The end of another year looms closer. It has been an eventful one for Arrowe Park if you
look at it as a whole. We were rained off a very boggy strip for way longer than normal at
the start of the year, giving us a very late start to the flying season. This was followed by
the longest driest period I have known in my time at the club. The strip was at the best it
has ever been in the time I have been a member, with perfectly manicured grass topping a
very level and smooth surface. Now the strip has been fitted with a network of pipes to
help drain and protect its surface for use this winter. Quite eventful really.
Ant

The Business End
Membership currently stands at 43.
The main news is regarding the drainage of the strip. The works have been completed
and the contractor did a very neat job. The surface lines left were seeded and grass is
already growing on them, so evidence of the work should fade very quickly. The surface
was left very flat and flying continued without undercarriage risk as soon as they finished.

It also looks like the BMFA have updated their membership system. This might seem of
no interest, but it may well make it easier to keep track of affiliations with clubs, and even
to pay.

Lever’s
September 6th saw the annual fight for the
Ivan Mottershaw builders trophy. There
were three entries in total, of very different
sizes and styles. The biggest was the
Etrich Taube brought in by Bill Bonner.
This was a scale model of a quirky looking
aircraft with bird like wings that Bill built a
good few years ago and had recently
refurbished. The second was a very tidy
electric Nieuport from Alan Bennett. A
cracking model, which was a fair size for
such a modest powertrain. The final one
was my Cambrian Little Midge, the small
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model that I purchased when I visited
Weston Park this Summer. This was a
very low cost easy build model, but that
seemed to find favour with the majority of
members present and took the prize.
There was a bit of talk about this model
as it had appeal as a quick build, so I
have written more about it later in the
newsletter.

Out In The Park
The park is in good shape at the moment, and
the drainage work only took the strip out of
action for a few days. I think we may already
have benefitted from the drainage in an
unexpected way. Ever since somebody put a
saw through the gate at the Champions end
there has been the occasional car practicing
donuts on the grass. Looking at the deep
rutted mess at the top of the field you would

assume that when it happened on our
strip it would do the same, especially as it
is the wettest part of the park. However, it
just left surface marks as the ground was
so solid, which is excellent and promising for flying through the winter. Don’t forget that
during winter we can’t fly any kind of model before 10:30am on any day.
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Even if our strip is well drained, the bulk of
the park around it is not. There is only one
way to come off the tarmac path without
real risk of getting stuck and needing
towing off when the winter draws in
properly. Please follow the directions on
the map.

Undercover
Indoor flying at our new venue Hilbre School has
happened three times now. It is an excellent
space being so large, well lit, clutter free, and
warm. Small fixed wing scale and aerobatic
models, helicopters and quads have all been in
evidence; some
tricky to fly and
some very
relaxing. As
always there are
some comedy
moments and
unrepeatable
feats. Just ask
Andrew quite
how he
managed to get
his quad stuck
behind the basketball frame….
If you have never tried flying indoor then maybe you should give it a go.

Club Comps
The club flying competitions were
originally scheduled for 23rd September,
but what a shock the weather got it
postponed. The second attempt was
made on 28th October, and luckily the
weather gods were smiling on us a little
more. A very chilly day, but with wind
down the strip and sun shining it was a
very flyable day. The competitions were hard fought but with good humour. Several
rounds were managed of most of the competitions. As usual the scale competition was
peer judged by all members present.
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Thanks to the aerobatic judges for their efforts, especially Brian Dillon who regularly
judges for us despite not being a member.
The results were as follows:
F3A
1st
2nd
3rd

Lindsay Todd
Colin Martin
Ian Bottell

Spot On
Sbach 342
Sportster 40

428 points
418 points
405 points

Spitfire
Spot On
Sbach 342

159 points
153 points
147 points

Freestyle
1st
2nd
3rd

Mark McKee
Lindsay Todd
Colin Martin

Sports Cup
1st
2nd

Ant Cliffe
Andrew Lowthian

Katana
Groovy 2

Mark McKee
Colin Martin

Spitfire
Venom

Scale
1st
2nd

Tail Heavy Tiffie
A while ago Colin got hold of a YT
International motel of a Typhoon MK1b.
Looking fantastic in 175 squadron livery it
had a problem. At 73.5 inch span, even
with a 38cc NGH four stoke petrol engine
up front it was nowhere near getting the
COG far enough forward to reach the
25% chord stated. It was already up to
the 7.8kg max weight suggested, with a
wing loading of 46 oz/sq ft. To get the
COG far enough forward was going to
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need another 1.38 kg
and take the wing
loading to 55 oz/sq ft,
which would probably
be unflyable. Drastic
measures were needed.
Colin had experience of
the difference gyro
stabilization could make
on an indoor model, so
had a plan. He fitted a
stabilizer into his
beloved Sbach, and
proceeded to have flight
after flight moving stuff
around and pushing the
COG further and further back. Eventually it was a few cm further back, in a position that
should have been unflyable, but it was still
fine. Only one thing for it, try the stabilizer in
the Typhoon.
After a few taxi runs to check how it felt the
throttle was opened and it was airborne. It
was not a comfortable flight as it was
porpoising a little, but Colin flew it for a good
few minutes before coming in to land. On
what seemed like a good approach, at the
very last second it suddenly rose up spoiling
the approach, and then started emulating a
porpoise again and despite Colin’s best
efforts slammed into the ground way to
heavily. It so nearly worked…

Little Midge
On my way out of Weston
Park this summer I spotted
the Cambrian Little Midge.
This was billed as a small
(570mm span) aerobatic
sports model that was
capable of being built in a
few nights. It turns out it was right. From opening the box to having a complete airframe
ready to cover took just one evening. The parts were very well cut, and it assembled very
easily. Covering and fitting out took another few evenings, but within a week it was ready
to go. I was concerned that it seemed to have left thrust instead of right, but contacting
Cambrian they insisted that it was intentional.
Just prior to its maiden flight I took it down to Levers for the building competition. Despite
its size it attracted favourable comments because it was so straightforward as a model.
Cheap to build and simple to make, yet quite attractive in its own way. In fact, as already
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mentioned, it took the trophy.

The only thing left to do was to fly it. There was no COG provided in the manual, and
when I contacted Cambrian I got a very short response of “30% wing chord”. The first
flight was carried out at this setting and was OK, but it wanted to climb a lot. I put a few
grams extra in the nose for the next flight, pushing it a couple of mm further forward and it
made a huge difference. It actually flies pretty well. It has a good range of speeds, and it
has been commented on as being surprisingly quick at full chat. It loops and rolls well, so
can do most standard aerobatics.

The kit was £25 and they sell all the gear bar the receiver for £40 (although I managed to
pay a lot less elsewhere). So it is cheap, fast to build, could be built by pretty much
anyone, and flies well. It is the sort of thing that could even be a club mass build for a
competition. What’s not to like?

Future Events
The first Sunday in every month during winter – Indoor Flying
Hilbre School. 10am until 12pm. £5 to fly. Free parking.
Note: The January session is moved to 13th January as the school is not open on the 6th.
AGM – Thursday 6th December
The Lever Club, Greendale Rd, Port Sunlight. 8pm.
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